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Practice Problems

• Here are a few regular expression practice problems. You might

try to construct regular expressions for these in both POSIX and

PCRE formats. I’ll post the solutions in a day or so.

1. Credit card numbers in the format 9999-9999-9999-9999

2. Zip codes in either 5 digit or 9 digit formats, e.g., 99999 or

99999-9999

3. Phone numbers in the format (area code) prefix – number.

4. Social security numbers.
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Practice Problem SOLUTIONS

1. Credit card numbers in the format 9999-9999-9999-9999

POSIX format:

/^[[:digit:]]{4}(-[[:digit:]]{4})$/

PCRE format:

/^\d{4}(-\d{4})$/
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Practice Problem SOLUTIONS

2. Zip codes in either 5 digit or 9 digit formats, e.g., 99999 or

99999-9999

POSIX format:

/^[[:digit:]]{5}(-[[:digit:]]{4})?$/

PCRE format:

/^\d{5}(-\d{4})?$/
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Practice Problem SOLUTIONS

3. Phone numbers in the format (area code) prefix – number.

POSIX format:

/^\([[:digit:]]{3}\)[[:digit:]]{3}-[[:digit:]]{4}$/

PCRE format:

/^\(\d{3}\)\d{3}-\d{4}$/
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Practice Problem SOLUTIONS

4. Social Security numbers.

POSIX format:

/^[[:digit:]]{3}-[[:digit:]]{2}-[[:digit:]]{4}$/

PCRE format:

/^\d{3}-\d{2}-\d{4}$/
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